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FRANKLIN COUNTY SADDLE CLUB  
EMERGENCY AND DISASTER PREPAREDNESS GUIDE  

 
Severe weather, floods, earthquakes, wildfires, barn fires, a man-made or natural disaster can strike 
anytime, anywhere.  The Franklin County Saddle Club Board urges all Members to develop their own 
disaster plan to keep their horses safe during an emergency.  This guide can help you design your 
own disaster plan.  The FCSC Board is available to discuss safety and emergency plans with you.  
Reach out if you need help developing your own plan. This guide and other resource documents will 
be placed on the FCSC website for your convenience. 

Important Note:  This information is provided on a volunteer and informational basis, only.  FCSC is 
not associated with any of the businesses or applications listed in this guide and thus cannot 
guarantee the accuracy or timely updates provided by these emergency resources.  Some listed 
resources are free and some require subscription.  Members are always encouraged to do their own 
research when planning for a disaster and before signing up for any type of emergency resources.  
FCSC assumes no liability for the information provided. Information is subject to change. 
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FCSC Disaster and Emergency Communications 

FCSC utilizes several methods of communication to members regarding disasters and emergencies: 

• Email Alerts.  The FCSC Signal is a news alert sent out via email that provides information 
regarding disasters and emergencies.  The Signal is sent to members on the  FCSC 
membership list.  FCSC urges members to update the club Secretary when an email address 
has changed. This helps members receive important messages on a timely basis. 

• FCSC Facebook Page:  Updates and alerts are also posted on the club’s Facebook page, 
which allows the club to reach members who are using social media. 

• FCSC General Meetings:  General meetings are scheduled for the fourth Tuesday of each 
month (except for July, August and December).  These meetings are a great source of 
information regarding Board activities, club resources for emergencies and important updates 
from the Equine Disaster Team. 

FCSC Emergency Shelter Information 

During a local disaster or emergency, FCSC has the capability to host evacuated horses.  Availability 
of stalls in an emergency or disaster is not guaranteed; it is offered on a first-come, first-served basis 
to club members and non-members.  Use of emergency shelter stalls requires use of the FCSC 
Emergency Shelter Agreement.   

Emergency Shelter Process 

• Call the FCSC Evacuation Coordinator numbers: Laurie Tufford (509-528-9026) or Sharon 
Dever (206-595-0613).  If there is disaster in play, please leave a detailed message so Sharon 
or Laurie can call you back. 

• During the call, provide information regarding the number of horses, time of arrival, need for a 
trailer parking spot and whether or not a dry camping spot is required for the owner to remain 
with their horse(s). 

• The Evacuation Coordinator will meet evacuees at the club, assign stall numbers, execute the 
emergency shelter agreement and review the logistics of sheltering at FCSC. 

• Horse owners are required to provide the name and contact information for their veterinarian, 
as well as authorize FCSC to seek emergency treatment for their sheltered horse when the 
owner cannot be reached.   

• More information regarding the shelter process may be found on the FCSC website in the 
Disaster Planning & Resources section. 

• Persons utilizing emergency stalls are required to manage all aspects of care and cleaning for 
their horses on a daily basis.  Details may be found in the emergency shelter agreement.    

Prevent Barn Fires 

Shelter or Barn fires are one of the most common emergency situations faced by equine owners.  
The Fall and Winter months present the highest risks for barn fires. Eastern Washington also has a 
very robust wildfire season.  Prevention is key.  In case of a shelter or barn fire, immediately call 911. 

• Always have at least one, fully charged fire extinguisher in your shelter or barn and practice 
using it on an annual basis. Contact your local fire department for extinguisher training. 
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• Keep your hay dry and store it good distance from your shelter or barn, making sure the 
storage area has proper ventilation.  

• Inspect your shelter or barn annually; make sure your space is kept clean, safe and ready for 
any disaster. 

• Never connect multiple extension cords together and use in a shelter or barn, for they can 
cause fires when inappropriately utilized. Use one, commercial gauge cord (made for outdoor 
use) for each item and always plug it into a GFCI outlet. 

• Regularly inspect shelter or barn electrical wires for damage. 

• If you utilize a fan in your shelter or barn, make sure it is a commercial grade fan (with a fully 
enclosed motor), that is intended for outdoor use. 

• Understand the risks for wildfires in the area where you keep your horse and have a safety 
plan in place; use local apps like Watch Duty.com to monitor local fire activity. 

• Be especially careful when using hot wires!  Currents can travel up to two miles through a wire 
fence, which could be harmful to both horses and humans. 
 

Prepare for Dangerous Weather 

Horses can become injured or die during severe storms.  Debris displaced by high winds or hail 
(especially large sized pellets) can cause injury to animals.  Lightning can kill horses when they are 
near a fence or tree that receives a lightning discharge.  Follow reliable weather forecasts, wildfire 
apps, local flood sites and community alert systems on your phone or computer. A list of reliable 
emergency resources is included in this guide and posted on our website. Prepare for a storm in 
advance by: 

• Taking steps to manage your horses during power outages. 

• Your property well pump may not operate during a power failure so fill up water tanks and 
extra water containers – seven days of water is a good rule of thumb. 

• Check the roof of your shelter/barn, as well the grounds, for any items that need to be secured 
before a storm. 

• Remove dead trees or objects from around shelters and barns that may serve as potential 
flying debris. 
 

Keep Shelter, Barn, Pens and Common Areas Clear 

• Remove brush, debris, trash, tumbleweeds and dead foliage around shelters, barns and 
fencing.  The fire department calls this “Defensible Space”, which can prevent the spread of 
fire.  

• Grass and weeds around barns must be mowed and kept at levels that will decrease fire risk.  

• Never smoke around your shelter, barn or hay shed.   

Disease Outbreak Preparedness 

Living in an equine community comes with the risk of exposure to potential disease outbreaks, such 
as Strangles, Equine West Nile Virus, Equine Herpes Virus 1 and other potentially contagious 
conditions.   
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• Maintain a regular examination schedule for your horses with your veterinarian. Regular 
veterinary care and vaccinations can prevent many serious illnesses.   

• Take a local equine first aid course and learn how to manage your horse during an injury or 
illness. 

• Learning to give your horse(s) shots can reduce the costs of multiple vaccinations, which can 
make protecting your horse more affordable. 

• When you are at a show or with your horse in an unfamiliar place, prevent your horse from 
making physical contact with other horses, especially those who may be showing signs of 
illness. Report any observations of illness to the event host immediately. 

• Wash your hands after coming into physical contact with other horses before touching your 
own horse;  humans can spread certain equine viruses. 

• Keep a spray bottle of diluted bleach water handy in your trailer when you travel.  While this 
shouldn’t be used directly on your horse, it can be used to spray down surfaces that may be 
contaminated by other horses. 

• Build and maintain an equine emergency medical kit and carry it in your trailer when you travel. 

• Before traveling to your destination, research locations to determine if there are any local 
equine disease outbreaks in the area. 

• Plan in advance for evacuating your horse from a location where a disease outbreak has 
occurred.    

Have an Evacuation Plan 

It may not always be possible to evacuate horses, but advanced planning will give you peace of mind 
and allow you to act quickly in a disaster. Stay Proactive! 

• Keep a sign on the front wall of your barn or shelter that lists your name, contact information, 
the names of your horses and your vet’s name/contact information. 

• Keep halters and leads ready.  

• Have a trailering and transportation emergency plan in place. 

• As an FCSC member you are able to shelter your horses at the club on a first-come, first-
served basis; learn the process for requesting an emergency stall at FCSC, in advance. 

• Mark animals (ID tags, microchips, or spray paint phone number on hooves or coats). 

• Evacuate horses early! Trailer loading in a panic is dangerous, slow and could result in injury 
to you and/or your horse.   

• In wildfire season, keep your horse trailer stocked and ready for emergency evacuation. See 
page four for checklists. 

After The Evacuation 

• Examine your animals closely and contact your veterinarian if you observe injuries. 

• Survey your tow vehicle and trailer to make sure there is no damage or anything that could 
prevent you from safely using them to take your horse(s) home. 

• Survey damage to your shelter, barn and other structures, assessing them for stability and 
safety. 

• Gather and dispose of trash, limbs, wire, and damaged equipment that could harm horses 
before returning them to barns or outdoor enclosures. 

• Provide horses with non-contaminated feed and water. 
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• Do not feed flood damaged, moldy feed or hay, or any feed that may have been contaminated 
by fire, mold or flood water. 

• Have your water source tested to confirm the water is suitable for animal consumption before 
letting your animals drink it again - this is critical after a flood. 

Be Prepared to Shelter-In-Place 

Aside from flooding, barn fires or a wildfire, it may be necessary during a disaster to shelter your 
animals in place.   

• Make sure your horses have at least seven days’ supply of water, hay, feed and medications.  

• Prepare a portable first aid kit. 

• You may also want to consider alternative methods of getting water for your animals, as water 
supplies can become contaminated.  

• Carefully monitor any conditions that may result in limited access to your barn or shelter. 

• Stay tuned for messages from the FCSC Board by making sure we have your correct email for 
FCSC Signals. 

Make Sure Your Horses Have ID 

Severe weather and other disasters can lead to fencing failures, which means your horses might 
leave the property.  In a wildfire, firefighters may have to cut fencing to access areas that are actively 
burning. This can result in panicked horses running loose and potentially getting lost. Take steps to 
make sure your horses can be identified. 

• Take (and update) photos of your horse, paying close attention to brands, markings, scars and 
other identifying characteristics. These will be invaluable in an emergency. 

• Consider getting your horse chipped for easy identification. 

• Many vendors sell velcro, fluorescent leg bands that fit like a bell boot on a horse’s leg, which 
won’t impede movement or catch on things. These can be labeled with your information and 
your veterinarian’s information.  

• Use a “braided in” ID tag with your contact information on it. 

• Use a Sharpie to write your name and phone number on your horse’s hooves. 

Generator And Water Planning 

• If you have a generator at your barn or boarding place, read the operator’s manual carefully 
before using it as a power source.   

• Well pumps can shut down or fail during a disaster.  Keep your well pump operator’s manual 
close to your pump (in a plastic bag) and review it carefully before trying to restart your pump. 

• If you need to evacuate, carry at least seven days of water (for each horse), either in blue 
plastic jugs or in your horse trailer water tank. 

• Horse water consumption can be dependent upon weather and conditions. Plan on an average 
consumption of six to ten gallons of water, per horse, per day. 

• To prevent illness due to contaminated or low water quality, use an RV water filter when 
refilling your horse’s water tanks.  Continue filtering water until you can get it tested. 
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Disaster & Emergency Resource Links 

 

Link to HALTER (the equine disaster compendium):  
https://www.halterproject.org/equine-rescues-and-sanctuaries/links 
 
Code Red for Benton County, the disaster notification system for Benton 
County: https://www.bces.wa.gov/emergency-management/code-red 
 
Pulse Point App for Benton County (tracks all emergency calls for first responders, by category):  
https://www.pulsepoint.org/download 
 
Link to Watch Duty (the fire app): https://app.watchduty.org/ 
 
NOAA Yakima River at Kiona (excellent local flood information): 
https://water.noaa.gov/gauges/kiow1 
 
Life Flight Network – Washington: 
https://www.lifeflight.org/membership/?fbp=fb.1.1780335938358.9658055623 
 
Windy.com (wind direction and speed app) 
https://www.windy.app/ 
 
US Rider Roadside Assistance 
https://usrider.org/membership/ 
 
Equine Disease Communication Center 
https://www.equinediseasecc.org/ 
 
 
Important Note:  This information is provided on a volunteer and informational basis, only.  FCSC is 
not associated with any of the businesses or applications listed in this guide and thus cannot 
guarantee the accuracy or timely updates provided by these emergency resources.  Some listed 
resources are free and some require subscription.  Members are always encouraged to do their own 
research when planning for a disaster and before signing up for any type of emergency resources.  
FCSC assumes no liability for the information provided. Information is subject to change. 
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DISASTER KIT CHECKLIST 

❑ Copy of medical records, including proof of vaccinations and Coggins test results 

❑ Written Authorization for medical treatment in your absence 

❑ Proof of ownership (horse registration papers) 

❑ Coggins test and health papers required for horses 

❑ Ensure animals have ID such as microchip, tattoo, halter tag, collar, leg band, ear tag or notch 

❑ Important contact information: veterinarian, emergency contact, boarding facility, alternate shelter 

❑ Bottled Water  

❑ Flashlights, radio, batteries 

❑ Duct tape and zip ties 

❑ Heavy gloves and disposable gloves 

❑ Leatherman’s tool or Swiss Army knife 

❑ Human First Aid kit 

❑ Tow vehicle registration form 

❑ Insurance cards 

❑ Trailer registration with current license tag 

❑ Maps, directions and phone numbers 

❑ Name and number of equine roadside assistance and policy number 
 

MEDICAL SUPPLIES CHECKLIST 

❑ Human First Aid kit (Include triple antibacterial cream) 

❑ Equine First Aid kit (Include stress/gut support, such as Zesterra, Duralyte EQ or Digest-Aid) 

❑ Bandage scissors 

❑ Regular scissors 

❑ Vetwrap 

❑ Banamine (Prevail) 

❑ Prescription medications for your horse(s) 

❑ Medical Tape  

❑ Horse First Aid Handbook  

❑ Box of disposable gloves 

❑ Small pail and sponges 

❑ Extra cotton and leg wraps 

❑ Baby Wipes 
❑ Sterile Saline Solution 

❑ Hydrogen Peroxide or Vetericyn Spray 

❑ Betadine (Chlorohexidine Solution)  

❑ Paper towels 
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HORSE SUPPLIES CHECKLIST 

❑ Grooming bag 

❑ Horse tack 

❑ Large container of fresh water – can be used for horses, first aid treatment or some car problems 

❑ Longe line, extra lead line and halter, sheet or blanket 

❑ Broom, shovel, fork, rake, disposal bags (leave-parking areas clean) 

❑ Bucket with lid for manure 

❑ Hay and feed needed for trip 

❑ Water and feed buckets, hay net (fastened so it won’t swing around or drop too low) – with fresh hay  

❑ Chains and hooks for putting up buckets and stall guard if staying overnight 

❑ Portable pen rails (if applicable) 

❑ Halters and leads 

❑ Blankets or sheets 

❑ Hoof care tools (pull-offs, rasp) 

❑ Shovel and manure fork 

❑ Trash bags, paper towels, buckets, tools and supplies 

 

TRAILER EQUIPMENT CHECKLIST 

❑ Tool Box – including: Screw driver (both flathead and Phillips), pliers, hammer, etc. 

❑ Leatherman’s tool or Swiss Army knife 

❑ Zip ties 

❑ Sturdy work gloves 

❑ Sturdy, sharp knife to cut tie ropes in an emergency 

❑ Crowbar (essential in case of need to remove center divider quickly) 

❑ Battery operated tire inflater 

❑ 2 cans of Fix-a-Flat 

❑ Torque Wrench with charged battery pack (add a rubber kneel pad for comfort when using wrench) 

❑ Extra bulbs for trailer lights 

❑ Fuses (20 amp) 

❑ Extra pin for hitch of tow vehicle 

❑ Jumper cables 

❑ Two Spare tires and jack for tow vehicle and trailer 

❑ Two chocks or blocks to put behind front and back tires when parked 

❑ Drive up tow jack and towing chain 

❑ Flares – in case of breakdown (for road warning) 

❑ Camp chair 

❑ Sleeping bag or emergency blankets for people 

❑ Can of WD40 

❑ Full roll of duct tape (Gorilla tape works best) 

❑ Blue 25–50 gallon jug of fresh water (if trailer has no water tank) 

❑ Can of wasp spray 

❑ Head lamp 

❑ Flashlight with extra batteries 
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TRAILER SAFETY CHECKLIST 

 
MONTHLY TRAILER MAINTENANCE 

❑ Clean and inspect your trailer (so it will be ready to go when you are) 

❑ Clean inside and out with soap and water 

❑ Consider use of trailer identification label/sign with your name and contact number 

❑ Check tires for cuts and uneven wear 

❑ Check wheels, bearings and brakes 

❑ Check quick releases mechanisms and D rings where they attach to trailer 

❑ Check floor mats; inspect and clean 

❑ Check lubrication of nose wheel, hitch assembly and tailgate mechanism (especially if stored outside) 

❑ Check center partition, lubricate groove bolts and rump chain or bars for easy bolts and rump chain or 

bars for easy removal in an emergency 

❑ Check surface rust and sharp edges that may be developing, touch up with paint and repair if needed 

 
ANNUAL TRAILER MAINTENANCE 

❑ Annual trailer tags or Inspection date tag (as required) 

❑ Updated Insurance coverage and card 

❑ Condition of springs (for cracks) 

❑ Condition of all wiring, bulbs, lenses and reflectors 

❑ All channel iron supporting the floor for rust or cracks 

❑ The underside of the floor for dry rot by scraping and probing with a knife 

❑ Tread and condition of tires, including the spare tires 

❑ Ramps and hinge for sag or rust – oil hinges 

❑ Tailgate and threads on screw-type clamps for wear, replace if beginning to strip 

❑ Braking system, including shoes and tow vehicle braking device 

❑ Wheel bearings (repack) 

❑ Wood floor planks (seal with a wood preservative) 

 

 

 

Safety Check (each time you tow or at least weekly) 

❑ Oil, fluid levels, belts on tow vehicle 

❑ Hitch on tow vehicle for loose or cracked welds and bolts 

❑ Trailer for rust in receiver 

❑ Tow vehicle for loose ball 

❑ Both vehicles for loose or broken electrical connectors 

❑ Signal and brake lights on trailer 

❑ Safety chains and hooks and places they connect 

❑ Tire pressure on tow vehicle, trailer and spare tires 

❑ Tire changing equipment to fit trailer and tow vehicle tires 

❑ Dual tires – hit inside tire with hammer, hammer will bounce back if air pressure is okay  

❑ Interior for wasp and hornet nests – they can appear within a week! 
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HORSE IDENTIFICATION & EMERGENCY CONTACT FORM 

Horse Name: ___________________________________________________________________  

Breed: ________________________________________________________________________  

Sex: __________________________________________________________________________  

Color: ________________________________________________________________________  

Microchip Number: _____________________________________________________________  

Microchip Company Name & Number: ______________________________________________  

Insurance Company & Number: ___________________________________________________  

Tattoos/Markings/Brands:_________________________________________________________  

Warnings/Behavior: _____________________________________________________________ 

Owner Name: __________________________________________________________________  

Home Phone: __________________________________________________________________  

Cell Phone: ____________________________________________________________________  

Email: ________________________________________________________________________  

Veterinarian Name: _____________________________________________________________  

Veterinarian Number: ___________________________________________________________  

Emergency contact #1:  __________________________________________________________  

Emergency contact #2: __________________________________________________________  

Feeding instructions: ____________________________________________________________ 
______________________________________________________________________________  

Medications & Dosage Instructions: ________________________________________________ 
______________________________________________________________________________ 

(One form per horse) 
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HORSE PHOTOS 

 

 


