Franklin County Saddle Club Meeting Minutes
January 27, 2026

Attendance:  
Adrianne Hall, Alexius Emlaw, Arilynn Hall, Cathy Ricard, Debra Peale, Ella Perigo, Jesstine Painter, Judy Goode, Kathy Lepore, Kathi Kersey, Laurie Tufford, Mary Peret, Sharon Dever, Shelly Zehnder, Staci Maiden, Tammy Morrow, Toni Hoover, Vicki Contini, Norma Jean Sutton, Melissa Beedle, Ashleigh Emlaw


The meeting was called to order at  7:00 pm by President Adrianne Eldridge. 

Members introduced themselves.

Minutes  The minutes of the October and November 2025 General Meeting were emailed to members prior to the meeting.  Laurie Tufford made a motion to approve the October and November 2025 General Meeting Minutes.  The motion was seconded by  Staci Maiden and unanimously approved by the attending Franklin County Saddle Club members.      

Speaker – Erin Wieldraayer, Horse Show Division Director, WA State Horseman Assn.,  shared some of the programs available thru the WA State Horseman Assn.  There are awards for time spent riding horses.  It is a state-wide organization.  She shared some of the benefits to being a member.  Our Springtime and Summerfest Horse Shows, plus the dressage show, are approved WA State Horseman Assn. shows.  They use the top 8 placings of members to determine year end awards.  There are a lot of awards.  This year the annual awards take place at Clover Island.  Their year goes from October 31 to September 1.  The youth merit program awards points for attending club meetings, watching vet give shots, community service, working at shows, etc.  There are workbooks for three age groups in this program.  It costs $15 to enroll kids.  There is also a gaming division.  wshhsd@gmail.com   www.washingtonstatehorsemen.org 

Treasurer’s Report
As of December 31, 2025, there was a total of $77,519.88 in the checking/savings accounts.  This includes CD/s, money market, and checking accounts.  Total expenses to date are $96,548.72.  Net income for 2025 was -$19,028.84.

Mary Peret made a motion to approve the Treasurer’s Report.  The motion was seconded by Sharon Dever and unanimously approved by the attending Franklin County Saddle Club members.      




Membership Report
Individual Memberships – 22  
Family Memberships – 4 (with a total of 14 riders)
Individual Propitiating Memberships – 2  
Family Propitiating Memberships – 2 (with a total of 5 riders)
Social Memberships – 1
Lifetime Memberships – 2 
Total Memberships – 30 with a total of 47 riders (doesn’t include social/lifetime members)

Thank You Card
Thank you card was received from Queen Ashleigh Emlaw and Director Toni Zunker for our donation to the Benton Franklin Fair and Horse Heaven Round-Up Queen pageant auction.

Current Business
Tack Swap
Tack Swap will take place Saturday, March 7.  Laurie Tufford has currently  received requests for four (4) table upstairs, seven (7) tables downstairs, and seven (7) outside spaces.  Volunteers are needed on Friday, March 6, to set up for the Tack Swap.

Shows & Events 
Laurie Tufford reported that contracts have been signed for judges of upcoming shows.  She is working on hotel reservations for the judges.  She is working on prizes.  To date 23 teams have signed up for the ETS event.  The show takes place on September 18.  There will be a clinic on September19.  This is an approved WA Horseman Show.  The first schooling show will take place on April 11.

Grounds Report
A work day has been scheduled for February 28.  While at the work day, you are asked to contact Alexius Emlaw to fill out a new form for your keys. 

Justin Hardin will be asked to rototill the back arena.  He will also move manure from behind yellow barn to arena before end of February.

Russ (with U-Turn Ministries) will remove the debris from the teardown of the stalls.  

In the future volunteer opportunities will be sent out to members.  



New business
Arena Signs
Laurie Tufford reported that there are 28 current signs on arena.  It costs $125 each year for an arena sign.  For first year a sign costs $200 to cover the cost of the sign.  

Set Up of Jumps
Jesstine Painter would like to set up an arena with jumps and not take them down after every lesson.  After some discussion, it was decided to let the jumps be left set up in Arena 3 and removed prior to the shows.  

West Richland Flooding
There were 23 horses and 2 goats housed during flood.  Sharon Dever will work with the Richland Riders Club to develop an official emergency/disaster plan.

WAHSET Request
Arilynn Hall, a WAHSET member, asked that the Saddle club consider sponsoring a WAHSET buckle.  Laurie Tufford made a motion to approve $100 for WAHSET buckles.  The motion was seconded by Jesstine Painter and unanimously approved by the attending Franklin County Saddle Club members.

Speaker at February Meeting
Steve Norberg, WSU Forage Educator, will speak on pasture management at the February meeting.  The 40 Something Cowgirls have been invited to join us.  Steve has suggested we come to the meeting with questions.  He will be referencing a publication he recently co-authored.  The publication (PNW708) can be found at pubs.extension.wsu.edu.  

Alexius Emlaw made a motion to adjourn the meeting.  The motion was seconded by Staci Maiden and unanimously approved by the attending Franklin County Saddle Club members.  The meeting was adjourned at 8:08 pm.

Respectfully Submitted By
Vicki Contini, Secretary
Franklin County Saddle Club
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